
In 2014 the FMJD Ethics committee treated a number of complaints from A.Gantvarg against 

decisions of the FMJD and/or members of the Executive Board of FMJD. 

A number of these complaints were accepted by the ethics committee and the ethics committee 

decided that FMJD should pay financial compensation to A.Gantvarg and K.Thijssen. Grandmaster 

K.Thijssen was not a party in this procedure for the ethics committee but A.Gantvarg demanded 

financial compensation for him.  

Against the first decision of the ethics committee, dd 12-5-2014 the Executive Board has appealed 

with the General Assembly by letter of 28-5-2014 

Against the second decision of the ethics committee, dd 23-6-2014 the Executive Board has appealed 

with the General Assembly by letter dd 16-8-2014. In this period our president, who is responsible 

within FMJD for juridical matters, was in the hospital for major open heart surgery, so it was not 

possible for him to react earlier. 

A.Gantvarg considered this appeal of 16-8-2014 too late and went to court in the Netherlands to 

demand that FMJD should pay him the financial compensation decided by the Ethics committee. 

On June 6, 2015 the FMJD president and General secretary appeared before the court in Utrecht, 

Netherland to defend themselves against the decision of the ethics committee and the demands of 

A.Gantvarg. 

The court in the Netherlands agreed with A.Gantvarg that the appeal made by the Executive Board 

was too late but  the court judged that the decision of the Ethics committee was not valid as it was 

not made in accordance with a number of articles in Dutch law, articles which are obligatory for such 

a committee given the fact that FMJD is an organisation with its seat in the Netherlands.  

This means that also the first decision of the ethics committee of 12-5-2014 was invalid. 

This is why the Executive Board, in its meeting of August 1, 2015, decided not to treat any appeal to 

these decisions at the General Assembly anymore because the decisions were declared invalid by the 

court in the Netherlands. 

 


